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SERMON XLVIII.

Satan's Devices,

2 Cor. ii. ii.

Left Satan /Iiould get an advantage over us
; for we are

not ignorant of his devices,

THE cccafion of thefe words was as follows : In the

church of Corinth there was an unhappy perfon, who
had committed fuch inceft, as was not fo much as named

among the Gentiles^ in taking his father's wife ; but either on

account of his wealth, power, or fome fuch reafons, like

many notorious offenders now-adays, he had not been expofed

to the cenfures of the church. St. Paul^ therefore, in his

firft epiftle, feverely chides them for this neglect of difcipline,

and commands them, *' in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when they were gathered together, to deliver fuch

a one, whoever he was, to Satan, for the deftru6lion of the

fle(h, that his Spirit might be faved in the day of the Lord ;"

that is, they fhould folemnly excommunicate him ; which

was then commonly attended with fome bodily difeafe. The
Corinthiansy being obedient to the Apoftle, as dear children,

no fooner received this reproof, but they fubmitted to it, and

caft the offending party out of the church. But whilft they

were endeavouring to amend one fault, they unhappily ran

into another ; and as they formerly had been too mild and

remifs, fo now they behaved towards him with too much fe-

verity and refentment. The Apoftle, therefore, in this chap-

ter, reproves this, and tells them, that " fulncient to the

Vol. VI. Q^ GfFender's
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offender's fhame, was the punifhment which had been infll£lecl

of many :" that he had now TufFered enough ; and that, there-

fore, left he fhould be tempted to fay with Cain^ " My pu-

niftiment is greater than I can bear ;'* or to ufc the Apoftle's

own words, " Left he ftiould be fwallowed up with over-

much forrow 5" they ought, now he had given proof of his

repentance, to forgive him, to confirm their love towards him,

and fo reftore him in the fpirit of meeknefs ; " Left Satan,

(to whofe buftetings he was now given, by tempting him to

defpair) ftiould get an advantage over us :" and fo, by re-

prefenting you as mercilefs and cruel, caufe that holy name

to be blafphemed, by which you are called ;
" for we are not

ignorant of his devices :" we know very well how many

fubtle ways he has to draw afide and beguile unguarded un-

thinking men.]

Thus then, ftand the words in relation to the context

;

but as Satan has many devices, and as his quiver is full of

other poifonous darts, befides thofe which he fhoots at us to

drive us to defpair, I ftaall, in the following difcourfe,

/Vr/?, Briefly obferve who we are to underftand by Satan*

And,

Secondly^ Point out to you, what are the chief devices he

generally makes ufe of, to draw offconverts from Christ,

and alfo prefcribe fome remedies againft them.

/Vr/?, Who are we to underftand by Satan ?

The word Saian^ in its original fignificatlon, means an ad-

verfary ; and in its general acceptation, is made ufe of, to

point out to us the chief of the devils, who, for ftriving to be

as God, was caft down from heaven, and is now permitted,

*' with the reft of his fpiritual wickedneffes in high places,

to walk up and down, feeking whom he may devour." We
hear of him immediately after the creation, when in the fhape

of a ferpent, he lay in wait to deceive our firft parents. He
is called Satan, in the book of Job^ where we are told, that

" when
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•* when the fons of God came to prcfent themfclves before
the Lord, Satan alfo came amongft them." As the fcripture

alfo fpeaketh in the book of Chronicles ;
<« and Satan moved

David to number the people." In the New Teftament he
goes under different denominations ; fomctimes he is called

i\\Q evil One y becaufe he is evil in himfelf, and tempts us to

evil. Sometimes, " the Prince of the power of the air ;'*

and, " the Spirit that now ruleth in the children of difobe-

dience;" becaufe he refides chiefly in the air, and throu<>h

the whole world : and all that are not born of God, are faid

to lie in him.

He is an enemy to God and goodnefs ; he is a hater of all

truth : Why elfe did he flandcr God in paradife ? Why did

he tell Evcy " You (hall not furely die ?" And why did he

promife to give all the kingdoms of the world, and the glories

of them, to Jesus Christ, if he would fall down and wor-

fhip him ?

He is full of malice, envy, and revenge : For what other

motives could induce him to moleft innocent man in paradife?

And why is he ftill fo refllefs in his attempts to deilroy us^

who have done him no wrong ?

He is a being of great power, as appears in his being able

to act on the imagination of our blefled Lord, (o as to re-

prefent to him all tha kingdoms of the world, and the glories

of them, in a moment of time. As alfo in carrying his facred

body through the air up to a pinacle of the temple ; and his

driving a herd of fwine fo furioufly into the deep. Nay, fo

great is his might, that, I doubt not, was God to let him ufw-

his full ftrength, but he could turn the earth upfide down, or

pull the fun from its orb.

But what he is moft remarkable for is, his fubtlety : for not

having power given him from above, to take us by force,

he is obliged to wait for opportunities to betray us, and to

catch us by guile. He, therefore, made ufc of the ferpent,

which was fubtle above all the beads of the field, in order to

Q 2 tempt



[ 244 ]

feiYipt our fii ft parents ; and accordingly he is faid, in the Nev/

Teftament, " To lie in wait to deceive ;" and, in the words

of the text, the Apoftle fays, '' We are not ignorant of his

devices j" thereby implying, that we are more in danger of

being feduced by his policy, than over-borne by his power.

From th;-? fhort defcription of Satan, we may eafily judge

Avhofe children they are, who love to make a lie, who fpeak

evil of, and flander their neighbour, and whofe hearts are

full of pride, fubtiety, malice, envy, revenge, and all uncha-

ritabknefs. Surely they have Satan for their father : for the

tempers of Satan they know, and the works of Satan they do.

But were they to fee either themfelves, or Satan as he is,

they could not but be terrified at their own likenefs, and

abhor themfelves in dull and afties.

But, the juftice of God in fufFering us to be tempted, is

vindicated from the following confiderations : That we are

here in a ftate of diforder ; That he has promifed not to fufFer

us to be tempted [above what we are able to bear ; and not

only foj but to him that overcometh be will give a crown of

life.

The holy angels themfelves, it fliould feem. were once put

to a trial whether they would be faithful or not. The firft

Adam was tempted, even in paradife. And Jesus Christ,

that fecond Adam^ though he was a fon, yet was carried, as

our reprefentative, by the Holy Spirit, into the wildernefs,

to be tempted of the devil. And there is not one fingle faint

in paradife, amongft the goodly fellowfliip of the prophets,

the glorious company of the apoftles, the noble army of mar-

tyrs, and the fpirits of juft men made perfe6l, who, v^hen on

earth J was not afTaulted by the fiery darts of that wicked one,

the devil.

What then has been the common lot of all God's children,

and of the angels, nay, of the eternal Son of God himfelf, we

muft not think to be exempted from : No, it is fufficient if

we are made perfed through temptations, as they were. And,

therefore.



r 245 ]

therefore, fince we cannot but be tempted, unlefs we could

unmake human nature, inftead of repining at our condition,

we fhould rather be enquiring, at what time of our lives Satan

moft violently afTaults us ? And what thofe devices are, which

he commonly makes ufe of, in order to " get an advantage

over us ?"

As to the firft queftion, what time of life ? I anfv/er, we
muft expe6l to be tempted by him, in feme degree or ether,

all our lives long.—For this life being a continual warfare, we

muft never expert to have reft from our fpiritual adverfary the

devil, or to fay, our combat v/ith him is finifhed, 'till, with

our bicffcd mafter, we bow down our heads, and give up the

ghoft.

But fince the time of our converfion, or firft entring upon

the fpiritual life, is the moft critical time at which he, for the

moft part, violently befets us, as well knowing, if he can pre-

vent our fetting out, he can lead us captive at his will ; and

fmce the wife fon of Sirach particularly warns us, when we are

going to ferve the Lord, to prepare our fouls for temptation,

I fhall, in anfwer to the other queftion, pafs on to the

Second general thing propofed ; and point out thofe devices,

which Satan generally makes ufe of at our fIrft converfion, in

order to get an advantage over us.

But let me obferve to you, that whatfoever fliall be delivered

in the following difcourfe is only defigned for fuch ^s have

actually entered upon the divine life ; and not for carnal

almoft Chriftians, who have the form of godlincfs, but never

yet felt the power of it in their hearts. This being premifed.

The

Firft device I {hall mention^ which Satan makes ufe of, is, to

drive us to defpair.

When God the Father awakens a finner by the terrors of

the law, and by his Holy Spirit convlnceth him of fin, in order

0.3 »>
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to lead him to Christ, and (hew hitn the neceflity of a

Redeemer ; then Saran generally ftrikes in, and aggravates

thofe convidions to fuch a degree, as to make the finner doubt

of finding mercy thro' the Mediator.

Thus, in all his temptations of the Holy Jesus, he

chiefly aimed to make him queftion, whether he was the Son

of God ? " If thou be the Son of God," do fo and fo. With

many fuch defponding thoughts, no doubt, he filled the heart of

the great St, Paul, when he continued three days, neither

eating bread nor drinking water ; and therefore he fpeaks by

experience, when he fays, in the words of the text, " We are

not ignorant of his devices,*' that he would endeavour to drive

the inceftuous perfon to defpair.

But let not any of you be influenced by him, to defpair of

finding mercy. For it is not the greatnefs or number of our

crimes, but impenitence and unbelief, that will prove our ruin :

No, were our fins more in number than the hairs of our head,

or of a de per die than the brighteft fcarlet ; yet the merits of

the death of Jesus Christ are infinitely greater, and faith in

his blood (hall make them white as fnow.

Anf'vver always, therefore, his defpairing fuggeftions, as

your Blv il^-d Lord did, with an " It is v/ritten," Tell him,

you know that your Redeemer liveth, ever to make interceflion

for you ; that the Lord hath received from him double for all

your crimes : And tho' you have finned much, that is no reafon

why you (hould defpair, but only why you ihould love much,

having fo much forgiven, A

Second device that Satan generally makes ufe of, to get an

advantage over young converts, is, to tempt them io prefume^

or to think more highly of themfelves than they ought to

think.

When a perfon has for fome little time tafled the good

word of life, and felt the powers of the world to come, he Is

commonly (as indeed well he may) moft highly tranfportcd

with that fuddea change he finds in himfelf. But then,

Satan
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Satati will not be wanting, at Tach a time, to pufF him up

with a hio-h conceit of his own attainments, as if he was fome

great perlbn ; and will tempt him to fet at nought his bre-

thren, as though he was holier than they.

Take heed therefore, and let us beware of this device of our

fpiritual adverfary ; for as before honour is humility, fo a

haughty fpirit generally goes before a fall} and God is

obliged, when under fuch circumliances, to fend us fome

humbling vifitation> or permit us to fall, as he did Peter^ into

fome grievous fm, that we may learn not to be too high

minded.

To check therefore all fuggeftlons to fpiritual pride, let us

confider, that we did not apprehend Christ, but were ap-

prehended of him. That we have nothing but what we have

received. That the free grace of God has alone made the

difference between us and others ; and, was God to leave us

to the decei^fulnefs of our own hearts but one moment, we

fhould become weak and wicked, like other men. We
ihould farther confider, that being proud of grace, is the moft

ready way to lofe it. " For God refifteth the proud, and

giveth more grace only to the humble.'' And were we en-

dowed with the perfections of the feraphim
j

yet if we were

proud of thofe perfedlions, they would but render us more

accompliflied devils. Above all, we fhould pray eiiineftly

to Almighty God, that we may learn of Jesus Christ,

to be lowly in heart. That his grace, through the fubtlety

and deceivablenefs of Satan, may not be our poifon. But

that we may always think foberly of ourfelves, as we ought

to think. A

Third device I fn-^ll mention, which Satan generally makes

ufe of, " to get an advantage over us," is to tempt us to un-

eaftncfs^ and to have hard thnights ofGoDy when we are dead

and barren in prayer.

Though this is a term not underftood by the natural man,

yet, whofoever there are amongft you, who have pafTed through

Q-4 .
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the pangs of the new hlrtb^ they know full well what I mean,
'

when I talk of deadnefs and drynefs in prayer. And, I doubt '

not, but many of you, amonglt whom I am now preaching I

the kingdom of G od, are at this very time labouring under it.
j

For, when perfons are flrft awakened to the divine life, be-

caufe grace is weak and nature ftrong, God is often pleafed to

vouchfafe them fome extraordinary illuminations of his Holy

Spirit ; but when they are grown to be more perfe<Sl: men in

Christ, then he frequently feems to leave them to them-

felves ; and not only fo, but permits a horrible deadnefs and

dread to overwhelm them ; at which times Satan will not be

wanting to vex and tempt them to impatience, to the great

difcomfort of their fouls.

But be not afraid ; for this is no more than your blefled

Redeemer, that fpotlefs Lamb of God, has undergone before

you : witneis his bitter agony in the garden, when his foul

was exceeding forrowful, even unto death. When he fweat

great drops of blood, falling on the ground ; when the fenfe

of the Divinity was drawn from him ; and Satan, in all pro-

bability, was permitted to fet all his terrors in array before

him.

Rejoice, therefore, my brethren, when you fall into the

like circumftances ; as knowing, that you are therein partakers

of the fufferings of Jesus Christ, Confider, that it is ne-

cefTary fuch inward trials fnould come, to wean us from the

immoderate love of ftnfible devotion, and teach us to follow

Christ, not merely for his loaves, but out of a principle of

love and obedience. In pationce, therefore, poficfs your fouls,

and be not lerrified by Satan's fuggeflions. Still perfevere in

feeking Jesus in the u(e of means, though it be forrowing ;

and though through barrennefs of foul, you may go mourning

^11 the day long. Confider that the fpoufe is with you, though

behind the curtain ; as he v»^as with Mary^ at the fepulchre,

though fn knt'w it not. T^hat he has withdrawn but for a

li tie while, to make his next vifit more welcome. That

though he may now feem to frown and look back on you, as

he
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he did on the Syrophmician vjomsin
-,
yet if you, like her, or

blind Bartimeus^ cry out fo much the more earneftly, " Jesus,

thou Son oi Davldy have mercy onus;'* he will be made

known unto you again, either in the temple, by breaking of

bread, or fome other way.

But amongft all the devices that Satan makes ufe of, " to

get an advantage over us," there is none in which he is more

fuccefsful, or by which he grieves the children of God
worfe, than a

Fourth device I am going to mention, his troubling you

with hlafphemous^ profane^ unbelieving thoughts ; and fometimes

to fuch a degree, that they are as tormenting as the rack.

Some indeed are apt to Impute all fuch evil thoughts to a

diforder of body. But thofe who know any thing of the fpi-

xitual life, can inform you, with greater certainty, that for the

generality, they proceed from that wicked one, the devil ;

who, no doubt, has power given him from above, as well

now as formerly, to diforder the body, as he did Johh^ that

he may, with the more fecrecy and fuccefs, work upon,

ruffle and torment the foul.

You that have felt his fiery darts, can fubfcrlbe to the truth

of this, and by fatal experience can tell, how often he has

bid you, '' curfe God and die," and darted into your thoughts

a thoufand blafphemous fuggeftions, even in your moft fe-

cret and folemn retirements ; the bare looking back on which

makes your very hearts to tremble,

I appeal to your own confciencies ; Have not fome of you,

when you have been lifting up holy hands in prayer, been

peftered with fuch a crowd of the moil: horrid infmuations,

that you have been often tempted to rife ofFfrom your knees,

and been made to believe your prayers were an abomination

to the Lord ? Nay, when, with the reft of your chriftian

brethren, you have crouded round the holy table, and taken

the facred fymbob of Christ's moft blciTed body and blood

into
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into your hands, inftead of remembring the death of your

Saviour, have you not been employed in driving out evil

thoughts, as Abraham was in driving away the birds, that

came to devour his facrifice ; and thereby have been terrified,

left you have eat and drank your own damnation ?

But marvel not, as though fome flrange thing happened

unto you ; for this has been the common lot of all God's

children. We read, even in Job^ time, *' That when the

fons of God came to appear before their Maker, (at public

worfhip) Satan alfo came amongft them," to difturb their de-

votions.

And think not that God is angry with you for thefe dl-

fi:ra£ling, though ever fo blafphemous thoughts : No, he

knows it is not you, but Satan working in you ; and there-

fore, notwithftanding he may be difpleafed with, and cer-

tainly will punifli him ; yet he will both pity and reward you.

And though it be dinicult to make perfons in your circum-

llances to believe fo j yet I (doubt not but you are more

acceptable to God, when performing your holy duties in

the midft of fuch involuntary diftradions, than when you are

wrapped up by devotion, as it were, into the thiid heavens

;

for you are then fufFering, as well as doing the v^ill of God
at the fame time ; and, like Nehemiah\ fervants at the build-

ing'of the temple, are holding a trowel in one hand, and a

fword in the other. Be not driven from the ufe of any or-

dinance whatever, on account of thofe abominable fuggcf-

tions ; for then you let Satan get his defired advantage over

you J
it being his chief defign, by thefe thoughts, to make

you fall out with the m^ ans of grace ; and to tempt you to

believe, you do not pleafe God, for no other reafon, than

becaufc you do not pleafe yourltlves. Feather perfevere in the

ufe of the holy communion cfpecially, and all other means

whatever ; and when thefe temptations have wrought that

refignaticn in you, for which they were permitted, God will

vifit you with freili tf^kens of his love, as he met Abraham^

when he reiurned from the flaughter of the five kings ; and

will fend an angel from heaven, as he did to his Son, on

purpofe to flrcngrhcn you.

5
Hitherto
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Hitherto we have only obferved fuch devices as Satatt

makes ufe of immediately by himfelf ; but there is a

Fifth I (hall mention, which is not the leaft, tempting us

by our carnalfriends and relations.

This is one of the moft common, as well as moft artful

devices he makes ufe of, to draw young converts from God ;

for v^^hen he cannot prevail over them by himfelf, he v^^ill

try vi^hat he can do by the influence and mediation of

others.

Thus he tempted Eve^ that flie might tempt Adam. Thus

he rtirred up Jobh wife, to bid him " Curfe God and die."

And thus he made ufe of Peter's tongue, to perfuade our

bleiled Lord " to fpare himfelf," and tl ereby decline thofe

fufFerings, by which alone we could be preferved from fufFer-

jng the vengeance of eternal fire. And thus, in thefe laft

days, he often flirs up our mott powerful friends and deareft

intimates, to difluade us from going in that narrow way,

which alone leadeth unto life eternal.

But our blefTed Lord has furniflied us with a fufficient

anfwer to all fuch fuggeftions. " Get you behind me, my
adverfarics ;" for otherwife they will be an offence unto you ;

and the only reafon why they give fuch advice is, becaufe

they " favour not the things that be of God, but the things

that be of men."

Whoever, therefore, among you are refolved to ferve the

Lord, prepare your fouls tor many fuch temptations as thefe ;

for it is neceffary that fuch offences fliould come, to try your

fincerity, to teach us to ceale from man, and to fee if we

will forfake all to follow Christ.

Indeed our modernifers of chriflianity would perfuade us,

that the gofpel was calculated only for about two hundred

years ; and that now there is no need of hating father and

mother,
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mother, or of being perfecuted for the fake of Christ and

iiis gofpel.

But fuch perfons err, not knowing the fcriptures, and the

power of godlinefs in their hearts ; for whofoever receives

the love of God in the truth of it, will find, that Christ
came to fend not peace, but a fword upon earth, as much
now as ever. That the father-in-law fhall be againft the:

dai;ghter-in-law, in thefe latter, as well as in the primitive

times; and that if we will live godly in Christ Jesus, we
muft, as then, fo now, from carnal friends and relations^

fufFer perfecution. But the devil hath a

Sixth device, which is as dangerous as any of the former,

by not tempting us at all, or rather, by withdrawing himfslffor

<i while, in order to come upon us at an hour when we think

not of it.

Thus it is faid, that he left Jesus Christ only for a fca-

fon i and our blefled Lord has bid us to watch and pray al-

ways, that we enter not into temptation ; thereby implying,

that Satan, whether we think of it or nor, is always feeking

how he may devour us.

If we would therefore behave like good foldiers of Jesus
Christ, we muft be always upon our guard, and never

pretend to lay down our fpiritual weapons of prayer and

watching, till our warfare is accomplifhed by death 3 for if

we GO, our fpiritual Amalek will quickly prevail againft us.

What if he has left us ? it is only for a feafon
5

yet a little

while, and, like a roaring lion, with double fury, he will

break out upon us again. So great a coward as the devil is,

he feldom leaves us at the firft onfet. As he followed our

blefled Lord with one temptation after another, fo will he

treat his fcrvants. And the reafon why he does not renew

his attacks, is fometimes, becaufe God knows we arc yet

weak and unable to bear them, fometimes, becaufe our grand

adverfary thinks to befet us at a more convenient feafon.

6 Watch
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Watch carefully therefore over thy heart, O chriftlan

;

and whenever thou perceivcft thyfelf to be falling into a fpiri-

tual flumber, fay to it, as Christ to his difciplcs, " Arife

(my foul) why fleepcft thou?" Awake, awake; put on

ftrength, watch and pray, or otherwife^he Philijlines will be

upon thee, and lead thee whither thou wouldft not. Alas

!

Is this life a time to lie down and flumber in ? Arife, and call

upon thy God ; thy fpiritual enemy is not dead, but lurketh

in fome fccret [4^ce, feeking a convenient opportunity how
he may betray thee. If thou ceafeft to ftrive with him, thou

ccafeft to be a friend of God ; thou ceafeft to go in that nar-

row way which leadcth* unto life.

Thus have I endeavoured to point out to you fome of

thofe devices, that Satan generally makes ufe of " to get an

advantage over us ;" many others there are, no doubt, which

he often ufes.

«

But thefc, on account of my youth and want of experience,

I cannot yet apprife you of; they who have been lifted for

many years in their mafter's fervice, and fought under his

banner againft our fpiritual Amalek, are able to difcover more

of his artifices ; and, being tempted in all things, like unto

their brethren, can, in all things, advife and fuccour thofe

that are tempted.

In the mean while, let me exhort my young fellow-foldier?,

who, like myfelf, are but juft entring the field, and for whofe

fake this was written, not to be difcouraged at the fiery trial

wherewith they muft be tried, if they would be found faith-

ful fervants of Jesus Christ. You fee, my dearly beloved

brethren, by what has been delivered, that our way through

the wildernefs of this world to the heavenly Canaan, is befet

with thorns, and that there are fons of Anak to be grappled

with, ere you can pofiefs the promifed land. But let not

thefe, like fo many falfe fpics, difcourage you from going

lip to fight the Lord's battles, but (?.y with Caleb and yojlma^

*' Nay, but we will go up, for we are able to conquer them."

Jesus Christ, that great captain of our falvation, has in

our
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our ftead, and as our reprefentative, baffled the grand enemjr

of mankind, and we have nothing to do, but manfully to

fight under his banner, and to go on from conquering to

conquer. Our glory does not confift in being exempted from,

but in enduring temptations. <' Blefled is the man, (fays

the apoftle) that endureth temptation ;'* and again, *' Bre-

thren, count it all joy, when you fall into divers temptations :"

And in that perfe6t form our blefled Lord has prefcribed t©

us, we are taught to pray, not fo much to b^ delivered from

all temptation, as " from the evil" of it. Whilft we are on

this fide eternity, it muft needs be that temptations come

;

and, no doubt, *' Satan has defired to have all of us, to fift

us as wheat." But wherefore fhould we fear ? For he that

is for us, is by far more powerful, than all that are againft

us. Jesus Christ, our great High-prieft, is exalted to the

right hand of God, and there ntteth to make intercelliokn for

us, that our faith fail not.

Since then Christ is praying, whom fhould we fear ?

And fmce he has promifed to make us more than conquerors,

of whom fhould we be afraid ? No, though an hoft of devils

are fet in array againft us, let us not be afraid ; though there

fhould rife up the hottefl perfecution againft us, yet let us put

our truft in God. What though Satan, and the reft of his

apoftate fpirits, are powerful, when compared with us ; yet, if

put in competition with the Almighty, they areas weak as the

meanefl worms. God has them all referved in chains of dark-

nefs unto the judgment of the great day. So far as he permits

them, they fhall go, but no farther ; and where he pleafes,

there fhall their proud malicious defigns be flayed. We read in

the gofpel, that though a legion of them pofTefled one man, yet

they could not deftroy him ; nor could they fo much as enter

into a fwine, without firft having leave given them from above.

It is true, we often find they foil us, when we are alTaulted

by them ; but let us be flrong, and very couragious ^ for,

though they bruife our heels, we fhall, at length, bruife

their heads. Yet a little while, and he that fhall come, will

come ; and then we fhall fee all our fpiritual enemies put un-

der our feet. What if they do come out againft us, like fa

many
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many great Goliahs ; yet, if we can go forth, as the ftrlpling

David, in the name and ftrcngth of the Lord of hofls, wc
may fay, O Satan, where is thy power ? O fallen fpirits,

where is your vidory ?

Once more therefore, and to conclude ; let us be ftrong,

and very couragious, and let us put on the whole armour of

God, that we may be able to (land againft the fiery darts of

the wicked one. Let us renounce ourfelves, and the world,

and then we fhall take away the armour in which he trufteth,

and he will find nothing in us. for his temptations to work

upon. We ftiall then prevent his malicious defigns ; and be-

ing willing to fufFer ourfelves, (hall need lefs fufFerings to be

fent us from above. Let us have our loins girt about with

truth ; and for an helmet, the hope of falvacion ;
" praying

always with all manner of fupplication." Above all things,

*' Let us take the fword of the fpirit, which is the word of

God," and " the fhield of faith," looking always to Jesus,

the author and finiftier of our faith, who for the joy that was

fet before him, endured the crofs, defpifmg the (hame, and is

now fat down at the right hand of God.

To which happy place, may God of his infinite mercy

tranflate us all, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghcfl:, three

perfons and one eternal God, be all honour and glory,

now and for evermore. Amen.

SERMON


